CHAPTER  XVII
BLEMISHES OF THE FRUIT AND THEIR
PREVENTION
A. LARGE increase in the production of citrus fruits
will mean, if it means anything, a keener competition
in the markets. la order to meet this increased competi-
tion, California growers and packers are being encouraged
to adopt higher ideals in grading and packing. With
more rigid grading the cull-heaps near many of the
packimg-houses assume large proportions. A conserva-
tive estimate places the direct loss from cull oranges
alone, aside from frozen fruit, in excess of a half-million
dollars a year.
It is well worth while, therefore, to make a study of the
cull-heap, classifying and determining the relative im-
portance of the various blemishes which cause oranges
to be thrown into a lower grade or into the cull-heap. We
will also consider how far it is practicable and by what
means the proportion of culls to packed fruit may be
reduced.
The blemishes of citrus fruits may fce classified according
to their causes. For convenience we may group them
under four heads, namely: insect, fungus, mechanical,
and physiological blemishes.